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they had no further interest in a victory at any rate
of this Government, with the result that they marked
time and thereby paralysed the building up of a
war industry in Catalonia, the most important
industrial centre.

To maintain their membership up to scratch, they
gave admittance without sufficient previous investi-
gation to a number of elements which often were
keen upon obtaining a membership card of the
C.N.T., primarily as a protection against the secret
police. In view of the semi-illegal condition in
which the P.O.U.M. had to work, it was naturally
even more easy for agents provocateurs and spies,
equipped with the necessary radical phraseology,
to enter there. Endeavours were then made to
bind the members by exacting labour conditions
and wages which could only result in a rapid rise
in prices ; inferior workers were protected, and,
furthermore, food convoys and cars were com-
mandeered and placed at the disposal of friends.
It was not surprising that in the end this intolerable
state of affairs in Catalonia had to be fought to a
finish. On the subject of the main causes that
brought the conflict to a head, history will say that
right was on the side of the Government. It
became as necessary to replace the Anarchist frontier
posts by the newly organized carabineros, as it was
to abolish the voluntary police corps of the various